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Dear Interested Party:

The United States Forest Service, Mammoth Ranger District of the Inyo National Forest is proposing
to undertake the Inyo Craters Bark Beetle Hazard Tree Abatement project. The project area is located
in and around Inyo Craters in Mono County, approximately two miles northwest of the Town of
Mammoth Lakes, CA (Figure 1). The trees in this area have experienced rapid mortality in the past
two years due to bark beetle infestation. The dead and dying trees are currently a danger to the
public, infrastructure, and improvements (photo of conditions in Figure 2).
The proposed action would remove dead and dying trees only along roads and trails where they pose
the greatest risk, including those currently infested trees which are potential threats. The total area
treated could be up to 950 acres. The project area is shown on the attached map as a buffer of 150
feet on either side of all roads and system trails in the area of greatest mortality (outside of
designated Wilderness). The typical tall tree height along a road is 100 feet. Therefore, consistent
with hazard tree guidelines from the Pacific Southwest Region of the Forest Service1, I am proposing
to designate a treatment area of 150 feet on either side of the road to account for an average tree’s
potential failure zone of one to one and a half tree lengths, plus additional distance to account for
special factors like slope, wind, and the domino effect. In almost all cases, we intend to remove
hazardous trees that are within one tree height from infrastructure, including roads, trails, parking
lots, and structures. In the infrequent case where there is a need, we may remove hazardous trees that
are up to one and a half tree lengths from infrastructure. Examples when this may occur include
when there is a slope and a falling tree could roll or slide, and strike an improvement, or when a tree
has a high likelihood of breaking apart upon impact and being flung into an improvement, but may
include other circumstances as well.
Only dead or dying trees that have been identified as having a chance of striking an improvement or
have a high likelihood of causing another tree to strike an improvement (parking lot, road, trail or
restroom) are subject to removal. If a dead or dying tree is only 50 feet tall, it would not be removed
if it was 100 feet from the road because there is no chance it could hit the road if it fell. Because
most trees will only be removed if they are within one tree length of a road, and not all trees within
this buffer are dead or dying, we anticipate that fewer than 950 acres will need to be treated. The
950-acre maximum treatment area was established to ensure that we create a large enough buffer in
which to examine trees for defect and potential to reach infrastructure in order to avoid inadvertently
missing some hazardous trees. Therefore, while trees will be examined for hazard potential within
those 950 acres, we do not expect to treat all 950 acres.
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Streamlined Approach to Hazard Tree Abatement After Catastrophic Events (2020), Addendum to Hazard Tree
Guidelines for Forest Service Facilities and Roads in the Pacific Southwest Region (2012).
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A combination of Forest Service crews and/or service-contracted felling would be used to abate
hazard trees. Once felled, logs may be removed through public fuelwood collection opportunities
along designated roads and at the Inyo Craters interpretive site. Downed materials may also be used
administratively by the Forest Service to create barriers. The Forest may treat residual fuels
remaining after fuelwood collection. This could include piling and burning slash, or chipping.
Receipts from any forest products removed as part of these treatments could potentially be used to
help fund reforestation needs if hazard tree removal leaves stands understocked and natural
regeneration is ineffective.
This action may require temporary closure of roads and the Inyo Craters Interpretive area during
felling operations, or during the span of the contracted work.
The area containing this proposed project was previously included in the Three Creeks Jeffrey Pine
Forest Health and Restoration Project, which was approved by the Mammoth District Ranger in
2018. However, because of the extensive beetle mortality in two units from the Three Creeks Project
(identified as units 0390004 and 0390009 in that project), they were withdrawn from that project.
The District Ranger completed a Supplemental Information Report on October 19, 2020 examining
the rapid tree mortality in those two units and finding that the changed conditions rendered the
originally proposed treatments no longer appropriate for meeting the Three Creeks project’s purpose
and need. The Inyo Craters Bark Beetle Hazard Tree Abatement removal project will occur along
roads and trails within as well as outside of those two units, in response to tree mortality that has
occurred between 2018 and the present.
It is anticipated this project may be completed under a categorical exclusion. The project fits into two
categories: 36 CFR 220.6(d)(3) Repair and maintenance of administrative sites; and 36 CFR
220.6(d)(4) Repair and maintenance of roads, trails and landline boundaries…”. Environmental
studies and consultations will be completed to meet legal and regulatory requirements and determine
if there are any extraordinary circumstances that would require preparation of an Environmental
Assessment or Environmental Impact Statement.
The proposed action is currently available for a public scoping period. With this letter we would like
to invite your input regarding the scope of analysis, issues, opportunities, concerns, and suggestions
for the proposed project. Written comments may be emailed to scott.kusumoto@usda.gov, submitted
by fax (760-924-5537) or hard copies may be mailed to Gordon Martin, c/o Scott Kusumoto,
Mammoth Ranger Station, P.O. Box 148, Mammoth Lakes, CA, 93546.
Comments received on or before July 6, 2021 would be most useful. I expect to make a decision on
the project by July 31, 2021. If you would like more information on this project, you can contact
Scott Kusumoto, Forester, at scott.kusumoto@usda.gov.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by GORDON

GORDON MARTIN MARTIN
Date: 2021.06.14 09:41:59 -07'00'
GORDON P. MARTIN
District Ranger
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Figure 1. Project Area Map
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Figure 2. Photo of conditions at the Inyo Craters Interpretive Site parking lot.
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